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When a crime like this is committed 

against a person, especially a child, we 
call it sexual assault, but it is really 
rape. It is rape, Mr. Speaker, of chil-
dren. A rapist commits that crime to 
try to destroy that person, destroy 
their identity, destroy their self-worth, 
to steal their soul. That is what rapists 
do. 

That is why we are going to solve 
this case or solve these cases as best we 
can, by preventing them from occur-
ring, by going after those rapists, going 
after the trafficker, and rescuing the 
most precious thing we have in our 
country, which is our children. We are 
not going to allow the situation where 
America’s children are bartered and 
sold on the marketplace for sexual as-
sault. Those days are going to be over. 

I appreciate all those who have 
brought this bill to the floor, both 
sides, and I ask that the House of Rep-
resentatives vote unanimously on this 
legislation. 

And that is just the way it is. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 

b 1430 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is will the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 181, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING DETECTION 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 460) to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to train Depart-
ment of Homeland Security personnel 
how to effectively deter, detect, dis-
rupt, and prevent human trafficking 
during the course of their primary 
roles and responsibilities, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 460 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Human Traf-
ficking Detection Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 

means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

(2) HUMAN TRAFFICKING.—The term ‘‘human 
trafficking’’ means an act or practice de-
scribed in paragraph (9) or (10) of section 103 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 3. TRAINING FOR DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL 

TO IDENTIFY HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall implement a program to— 

(1) train and periodically retrain relevant 
Transportation Security Administration, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and 
other Department personnel that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate, how to effec-
tively deter, detect, and disrupt human traf-
ficking, and, where appropriate, interdict a 
suspected perpetrator of human trafficking, 
during the course of their primary roles and 
responsibilities; and 

(2) ensure that the personnel referred to in 
paragraph (1) regularly receive current infor-
mation on matters related to the detection 
of human trafficking, including information 
that becomes available outside of the De-
partment’s initial or periodic retraining 
schedule, to the extent relevant to their offi-
cial duties and consistent with applicable in-
formation and privacy laws. 

(b) TRAINING DESCRIBED.—The training re-
ferred to in subsection (a) may be conducted 
through in-class or virtual learning capabili-
ties, and shall include— 

(1) methods for identifying suspected vic-
tims of human trafficking and, where appro-
priate, perpetrators of human trafficking; 

(2) for appropriate personnel, methods to 
approach a suspected victim of human traf-
ficking, where appropriate, in a manner that 
is sensitive to the suspected victim and is 
not likely to alert a suspected perpetrator of 
human trafficking; 

(3) training that is most appropriate for a 
particular location or environment in which 
the personnel receiving such training per-
form their official duties; 

(4) other topics determined by the Sec-
retary to be appropriate; and 

(5) a post-training evaluation for personnel 
receiving the training. 

(c) TRAINING CURRICULUM REVIEW.—The 
Secretary shall annually reassess the train-
ing program established under subsection (a) 
to ensure it is consistent with current tech-
niques, patterns, and trends associated with 
human trafficking. 
SEC. 4. CERTIFICATION AND REPORT TO CON-

GRESS. 
(a) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than one 

year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall certify to the appro-
priate congressional committees that all 
personnel referred to in section 3(a) have 
successfully completed the training required 
under that section. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall report to the appropriate con-
gressional committees the overall effective-
ness of the program required by this Act, the 
number of cases reported by Department per-
sonnel in which human trafficking was sus-
pected and, of those cases, the number of 
cases that were confirmed cases of such traf-
ficking. 
SEC. 5. ASSISTANCE TO NON-FEDERAL ENTITIES. 

The Secretary may provide training cur-
ricula to any State, local, or tribal govern-
ment or private organization to assist such 
entity in establishing its program of training 
to identify human trafficking, upon request 
from such entity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. WALKER) and the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Speaker recognizes the gen-
tleman from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-

clude extraneous material on H.R. 460, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 460, the Human Trafficking De-
tection Act of 2015, the first bill I have 
introduced as a Member of Congress. 

A few weeks ago, we took an oath 
promising to protect the people of this 
great country. I am convinced that 
part of this high calling is protecting 
those who are victims of human traf-
ficking. 

North Carolina is often ranked as a 
top State for labor and sex trafficking. 
This insidious industry is in our own 
backyard and, unfortunately, it is 
growing. Just last week, in my own 
district, local officials announced the 
formation of the Alamance County 
Anti-Human Trafficking Advocacy 
Council to respond to the growing 
human trafficking problem throughout 
Alamance County. However, they can-
not do it alone, and we must come to-
gether to stop this unconscionable in-
dustry. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Homeland Security, I feel strongly 
that the men and the women of the De-
partment of Homeland Security have a 
crucial role in preventing human traf-
ficking. Up to an estimated 17,500 peo-
ple are trafficked each year into the 
United States, and many of these vic-
tims will pass by either Border Patrol 
or TSA. We must make certain that 
these agents are properly trained in 
the current trends and practices to end 
human trafficking. 

This bipartisan legislation requires 
the Department of Homeland Security 
to train Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, Customs and Border Pro-
tection, and other relevant DHS per-
sonnel to counter human trafficking in 
a manner specific to their professional 
roles and responsibilities. 

The bill also ensures that such train-
ing will be assessed by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security on an annual basis 
so that it is based on the most current 
human trafficking trends and intel-
ligence and directs the Secretary to re-
port to Congress on the number of sus-
pected cases reported by the DHS offi-
cials. 

Lastly, this legislation recognizes 
the critical role that State and local 
authorities play in preventing human 
trafficking by authorizing the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to make 
training curricula available to State, 
local, tribal, and private sector part-
ners. 

According to the Department of 
Homeland Security, human trafficking 
is one of the most profitable forms of 
transnational crime in the world, sec-
ond only to drug trafficking. It is in-
cumbent upon Congress to take action 
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and ensure that DHS personnel are bet-
ter equipped to prevent this serious 
threat and this modern-day form of 
slavery. 

The Human Trafficking Detection 
Act of 2015 builds on the good work al-
ready under way at DHS by mandating 
position-specific, relevant training to 
enable effective trafficking counter-
measures at points of entry, transit 
hubs, and other high-risk locations 
across the country. 

I would like to thank Congressman 
MEADOWS for developing and cham-
pioning this legislation in the 113th 
Congress and for working with me to 
reintroduce the measure in this Con-
gress. 

Additionally, I would like to thank 
the chairman of the Committee on 
Homeland Security, Mr. MCCAUL, for 
his work on this important issue and 
for his support of this bill, as well as 
the chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Transportation Security, Mr. KATKO, 
for cosponsoring this legislation. 

Finally, I would like to thank each of 
the bill’s cosponsors, including North 
Carolina’s own ALMA ADAMS, ROBERT 
PITTENGER, RICHARD HUDSON, PATRICK 
MCHENRY, and the aforementioned 
MARK MEADOWS for their great support 
of this important legislation. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I indicated this after-
noon was an important afternoon. I 
thank the gentleman for his legislation 
and his leadership, and I add my appre-
ciation of the ranking member of the 
Homeland Security Committee, Mr. 
THOMPSON, and, as well, the ranking 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
who previously did four bills, Mr. CON-
YERS. It seems that we are having bi-
partisan support on a very important 
crisis in our Nation and around the 
world. 

In 2014, President Obama said: 
At home, we are leading by example. My 

administration is cracking down on traf-
fickers, charging a record number of per-
petrators. We are deploying new technology 
in the fight against human trafficking, de-
veloping the Federal Government’s first-ever 
strategic action plan to strengthen victim 
services and strengthening protections 
against human trafficking in Federal con-
tracts. During the past year, the White 
House has hosted events on combating 
human trafficking, bringing together leaders 
from every sector of society. Together, we 
came up with new ideas to fight trafficking 
at the national and grassroots levels. 

The present legislation before us, as I 
rise to strongly support it, H.R. 460, is 
the Human Trafficking Detection Act 
of 2015. This is a great partnership be-
tween Homeland Security, the com-
mittee which I am a senior member on, 
and Judiciary to fight against human 
trafficking. In particular, this bill has 
a very important purpose because our 
Homeland Security personnel are in 
our airports and ports, they are along 

our borders, they are the eyes and ears, 
they are the first responders. It is cru-
cial that this bill is effectively working 
with personnel to train, to deter, de-
tect, disrupt, and prevent human traf-
ficking during the course of their pri-
mary roles and responsibilities and for 
other work. 

This is a very good idea. Human traf-
ficking is not only a crime but also a 
horrible violation of human rights. 
Human trafficking is often a hidden 
crime. Victims of human trafficking 
may be afraid to come forward and get 
help because they may be forced or co-
erced. They may fear retribution or 
they might not have control over their 
documents. 

According to the most recent esti-
mate from the Department of State, 
approximately 600,000 to 800,000 people 
are trafficked across global borders 
each year. 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Justice, Houston, Texas, is one of the 
Nation’s largest hubs in human traf-
ficking. There are over 200 active 
brothels in Houston and more strip 
clubs and illicit spas than Las Vegas. 
These businesses serve as fronts for sex 
trafficking. 

Let me be very clear. This is not a 
condemnation of my city. This is a rec-
ognition that every single elected per-
son; local, county, and State govern-
ment; and our law enforcement are 
working every day and we are being 
successful, in essence, in shutting down 
strip clubs, illicit spas, and others. 

The main factors that contribute to 
high levels of trafficking throughout 
the Nation and in Texas are proximity, 
demographics, and a large migrant 
labor population. Houston’s proximity 
to the Mexican border, I–10, a highway 
running cross-country through Hous-
ton, and the port make it a popular 
point. But that is not solely the site of 
human trafficking. As my colleague 
has mentioned, it is everywhere. It is a 
national problem. Therefore, our 
Homeland Security personnel, thank 
goodness, will now have the oppor-
tunity to have special training so that 
in the capacity of their work, their 
eyes and ears will be extra trained to 
detect those trying to move past the 
law. 

Houston’s huge geographic size and 
large ethnic and culturally diverse pop-
ulation is seen in and around the Na-
tion, which creates optimal conditions. 
It is not the only city with that. 

To combat human trafficking, the 
Department of Homeland Security, rec-
ognizing there needs to be a national 
campaign, launched the Blue Campaign 
in 2010. Through the Blue Campaign, 
DHS works in collaboration with law 
enforcement, government, nongovern-
ment, and private organizations to pro-
tect the basic right of freedom and to 
bring those who exploit human lives to 
justice. 

This legislation will begin to institu-
tionalize the training. Last year, this 
training—the Blue training—was cred-
ited when two men were arrested at 

Miami International Airport. TSA per-
sonnel who had received training to de-
tect trafficking observed the inter-
action between the young men and 
young woman and noticed the signs. 

What we want to do today, again, is 
to institutionalize and codify this ef-
fort so that no human trafficker, no 
child being held by an adult but being 
trafficked can escape the eye of our 
trained Homeland Security personnel, 
and they can break that hand away 
from that adult that is trying to do 
that child harm because they will 
know that is not the friendly parent or 
wonderful grandparent or best aunt or 
uncle. They will know it is a dastardly 
act. 

I support the underlying bill, ask my 
colleagues to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, Human trafficking is not only a 
crime, but also a horrible violation of human 
rights. 

Human trafficking is often a hidden crime. 
Victims of human trafficking may be afraid 

to come forward and get help because they 
may be forced or coerced, they may fear ret-
ribution, or they might not have control over 
their documents. 

According to the most recent estimate from 
the Department of State, approximately 
600,000 to 800,000 people are trafficked 
across global borders each year. 

According to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Houston, Texas is one of the nation’s 
largest hubs for human trafficking. 

There are over 200 active brothels in Hous-
ton and more strip clubs and illicit spas than 
Las Vegas; these businesses serve as fronts 
for sex trafficking. 

The main factors that contribute to high lev-
els of trafficking through Houston and the rest 
of Texas are proximity, demographics, and a 
large migrant labor force. 

Houston’s proximity to the Mexican border, 
I–10, a highway running across country 
through Houston, and the port of Houston 
make it a popular point of entry for inter-
national trafficking. 

Additionally, the presence of two large air-
ports provides ways in and out of the city. 

Houston’s huge geographic size and large 
ethnic and culturally diverse population create 
optimal conditions for trafficking because of 
the ability to blend in with the community. 

To combat human trafficking, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security launched the 
‘‘Blue Campaign’’ in 2010. 

Through the ‘‘Blue Campaign,’’ DHS works 
in collaboration with law enforcement, govern-
ment, non-government and private organiza-
tions to protect the basic right of freedom and 
to bring those who exploit human lives to jus-
tice. 

In part, DHS does so by increasing aware-
ness and training for its front line employees 
such as Transportation Security Officers, Cus-
toms and Border Protection Officers, and oth-
ers. 

Last year, this training was credited when 
two men were arrested at Miami International 
Airport. 

TSA personnel, who received training to de-
tect trafficking, observed the interaction be-
tween the men and a young woman and no-
ticed the signs. 

The bill before us today seeks to codify in 
law the training of DHS personnel on how to 
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deter, detect, and disrupt human trafficking 
and, where appropriate, interdict a suspected 
trafficker during the course of their primary 
roles and responsibilities. 

For CBP, this means Officers at our ports of 
entry will be trained on how to identify poten-
tial victims of trafficking. 

For TSA, it means that screening personnel, 
who screen approximately 1.8 million pas-
sengers a day, will be knowledgeable about 
signs of trafficking. 

Importantly, the bill requires that the training 
received be appropriate for a particular loca-
tion or environment in which the personnel re-
ceiving the training perform their official duties. 

This will help tailor the training received so 
that it is relevant to the specific personnel re-
ceiving the training. 

Mr. Speaker, with this bill, we have the op-
portunity to call attention to the human rights 
crisis that is human trafficking. 

January is ‘‘National Slavery and Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month.’’ 

To ensure that continued attention be paid 
to this often hidden crime, I urge passage of 
H.R. 460. 

Though the bill before us today will not 
eliminate human trafficking, it may help pre-
vent it by ensuring that DHS’ frontline work-
force is properly trained to fight it. 

PRESIDENT’S INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE 
PROGRESS IN COMBATING TRAFFICKING IN PER-

SONS: THE U.S. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO 
MODERN SLAVERY 
Trafficking in persons, or human traf-

ficking, is the act of recruiting, enticing, 
harboring, transporting, providing, obtain-
ing, or maintaining a person for compelled 
labor or commercial sex acts through the use 
of force, fraud, or coercion. Sex trafficking 
of a minor under the age of 18 does not re-
quire the use of force, threats of force, fraud, 
or coercion. The Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act (TVPA) of 2000 (Pub. L. 106–386), as 
amended, describes this compelled service 
using a number of different terms, including 
involuntary servitude, slavery, debt bondage, 
and forced labor. 

Human trafficking can include, but does 
not require, movement. Under the TVPA, 
people may be considered trafficking victims 
regardless of whether they were transported 
to the exploitative situation, previously con-
sented to work for a trafficker, or partici-
pated in a crime as a direct result of being 
trafficked. At the heart of this phenomenon 
are the traffickers’ aim to exploit and en-
slave their victims and the myriad of coer-
cive and deceptive practices they use. 

Human trafficking is an opportunistic 
crime. Traffickers target all types of people: 
adults and children, women, men, and 
transgender individuals, citizens and nonciti-
zens alike. No socioeconomic group is im-
mune; new immigrants, Native Americans, 
runaways, the homeless, and lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender youth are particu-
larly vulnerable. One of the most common 
assumptions about ‘‘average’’ trafficking 
victims is that they are vulnerable simply 
because they come from the poorest, most 
isolated communities, whether overseas or in 
the United States. Indeed, many do. Yet 
some victims, from a variety of backgrounds, 
have reported that their suffering began with 
their aspirations for a better life and a lack 
of options to fulfill them. 

That’s where the traffickers come in. Ex-
ploiting these realities, traffickers appear to 
offer a solution—a good job, a brighter fu-
ture, a safe home, or a sense of belonging, 
even love. They prey on their victims’ hope 
and exploit their trust and confidence, coerc-

ing them into using themselves as collateral 
for that chance. 

In the United States, the President’s Inter-
agency Task Force to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons (PITF) and its oper-
ational arm, the Senior Policy Operating 
Group (SPOG), bring together federal depart-
ments and agencies to ensure a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach that addresses all aspects 
of human trafficking—enforcement of crimi-
nal and labor law, development of victim 
identification and protection measures, sup-
port for innovations in data gathering and 
research, education and public awareness, 
enhanced partnerships and research opportu-
nities, and strategically linked foreign as-
sistance and diplomatic engagement. The 
agencies of the PITF are the Departments of 
State (DOS), Defense (DOD), Justice (DOJ), 
the Interior (DOI), Agriculture (USDA), 
Labor (DOL), Health and Human Services 
(HHS), Transportation (DOT), Education 
(ED), and Homeland Security (DHS), as well 
as the Domestic Policy Council (DPC), the 
National Security Council (NSC), the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB), the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence 
(ODNI), the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID), and the U.S. Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). 
As part of the PITF, these agencies convene 
routinely to coordinate both federal policies 
to combat trafficking in persons and imple-
mentation of the TVPA. 

Agencies of the PITF have brought to-
gether leaders from government, the private 
sector, advocates and survivors, faith lead-
ers, law enforcement and academia, and have 
made significant progress following Presi-
dent Obama’s March 2012 call to strengthen 
federal efforts to combat human trafficking, 
his September 2012 speech announcing a 
number of new and strengthened initiatives, 
and the first-ever White House Forum to 
Combat Human Trafficking in April 2013, 
where the first recipients of the Presidential 
Award for Extraordinary Efforts to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons—survivor advocate 
Florrie Burke and hospitality and travel 
company Carlson—were honored. 

The pages that follow reflect the work 
these agencies have accomplished over the 
past year, as well as their commitment to 
continue their efforts in the year to come. 
From strengthening the SPOG and its four 
Committees to implementing the nation’s 
first-ever Services for Trafficking Victims in 
the United States, to implementing an Exec-
utive Order that strengthens protections 
against human trafficking in government 
contracting, PITF agencies are enabling law 
enforcement and service providers to deploy 
resources more effectively and raising public 
awareness both at home and abroad. 

Federal agencies also worked to expand 
partnerships with civil society and the pri-
vate sector in order to bring more resources 
to bear in fighting this horrific injustice. Al-
though the primary responsibility, for fight-
ing this crime and protecting its survivors 
lies with governments, governments alone 
cannot solve this problem. Everyone has a 
role—from local law enforcement and first 
responders to the heads of major corpora-
tions and everyday citizens. Effective anti- 
trafficking strategies require partnerships 
that integrate the experiences and guidance 
of survivors and reach industries, local com-
munities, schools, religious congregations, 
and multilateral partners. The U.S. govern-
ment, for example, funds the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center 
(NHTRC), a national hotline (1–888–373–7888) 
operated by a nongovernmental organization 
that provides emergency assistance every 
day of the year, as well as anti-trafficking 
task forces in which law enforcement and 

victim service providers combine efforts to 
respond to this crime in their communities. 
Significant partnerships and support for non- 
governmental efforts have also taken root, 
including the Partnership for Freedom, 
where Humanity United and DOJ, HHS, and 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) launched the first of three 
challenge award contests, Reimagine: Oppor-
tunity, to develop innovative solutions to 
address human trafficking; twelve finalists 
will compete to expand access to housing, so-
cial services, and economic empowerment for 
trafficking victims. In addition, DOS has 
teamed up with Verité, an NGO leader in 
supply chain management, to implement a 
project in consultation with federal agencies 
and other stakeholders to help gather data 
on the risks of trafficking in the production 
of goods and provision of services. Working 
with partners the Aspen Institute and Made 
in a Free World, Verité will also convene 
stakeholders and develop a tool for federal 
contractors and businesses to analyze supply 
chain risks and adopt ethical sourcing guide-
lines and compliance plans that align with 
Executive Order 13627. Finally, partnering 
with survivors of human trafficking, federal 
anti-trafficking experts from DOJ, with part-
ners from DHS, DOS, HHS, and the White 
House, hosted a day-long Survivor Forum 
and Listening Session to gain insight from a 
diverse group of survivors in developing 
more effective programs and strategies. 

The Task Force has drawn strength and di-
rection from these partnerships, which have 
brought procurement officers and CEOs, pro-
fessors and human resources professional to-
gether with law enforcement and victim ad-
vocates in the service of freedom. Such effec-
tive collaboration has led to concrete results 
in the United States’ efforts to advance gov-
ernment priorities and combat modern slav-
ery both domestically and globally. This 
compilation of the Obama Administration’s 
accomplishments represents merely a snap-
shot, as of February 2014, of the work made 
possible by the multifaceted approach the 
United States has adopted to combat traf-
ficking in persons. Each day, the Obama Ad-
ministration strives to improve its strategy 
and to enhance its partnerships in order to 
fulfill not only the mandates of the TVPA, 
but also the promise of the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana (Mrs. BROOKS). 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of the 
Human Trafficking Detection Act of 
2015, and I commend my colleague from 
North Carolina and the gentlewoman 
from Texas for their advocacy on this 
really important issue. 

Many of my colleagues that I have 
heard speak today said they learned 
about this when they came to Con-
gress. I learned about this devastating 
modern-day slavery when I was a 
United States attorney in the Southern 
District of Indiana between 2001 and 
2007. We started one of the first task 
forces in the country, and there are 
task forces across the country that 
have been focused on human traf-
ficking now for quite some time, but 
we must do more because even now an 
estimated 17,500 people are trafficked 
throughout the U.S. each year. Sadly, 
this problem disproportionately affects 
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young girls between the ages of 12 and 
14 who are lured by these crime net-
works. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today because I 
learned during that time with that 
task force and with my time in the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office these are very 
difficult crimes to prosecute. The rea-
son they are so difficult to prosecute is 
because they are difficult to detect, it 
is difficult to lure victims out of these 
crime networks, and so we have to do 
more. We have to educate our law en-
forcement, we have to educate those 
who are standing at our ports of entry, 
those who are standing at our airports 
and our mass transit areas, and teach 
them about the warning signs, what 
they need to be looking for, so we can 
stop trafficking at the source, pros-
ecute those who are responsible, and 
save the victims. 

That is why I support this bill, which 
requires the Department of Homeland 
Security to implement comprehensive 
training programs on deterring, detect-
ing, and disrupting this human traf-
ficking. Our law enforcement personnel 
are standing on the front lines. They 
have to be equipped with the best-prac-
tice methods for identifying the vic-
tims and the perpetrators so they can 
bring these perpetrators to justice. 

Criminals change their methods all 
the time, and I am pleased that this 
bill also requires an annual reassess-
ment of training programs. They have 
to continue to train. It is time for Con-
gress to act decisively to eradicate 
human trafficking. We need to do 
more. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

In closing, let me emphasize what I 
just said earlier. Two people were 
caught at Miami International Airport. 
They were caught by officers of TSA 
who had received training to detect 
trafficking and observed the inter-
action between the two men and a 
young woman. It was the exact descrip-
tion that I gave—holding a little girl’s 
hand, holding a teenager’s hand, look-
ing innocent—but our DHS personnel 
could be the savers of the day. 

b 1445 

Just a few years ago, in our own air-
port, a number of Chinese nationals— 
young women—were brought in, ulti-
mately, to be held against their will. It 
was astute personnel who knew that 
even though girls traveled together 
that something was wrong. 

That is why this legislation is so im-
portant. The bill before us today seeks 
to codify in law the training of DHS 
personnel on how to deter, detect, and 
disrupt human trafficking and, where 
appropriate, to interdict a suspected 
trafficker during the course of their 
primary roles and responsibilities. Our 
front liners from the Department of 
Homeland Security are everywhere. 
There is not a place you can travel 

when entering this country—through 
our airports or through our ports—that 
our agents in some capacity, in some 
roles, are not there. 

For the CBP, this means officers at 
our ports of entry will be trained on 
how to identify potential victims of 
trafficking—smuggling, human slav-
ery. For the TSA, it means that screen-
ing personnel, who screen approxi-
mately 1.8 million passengers a day, 
will be knowledgeable about signs of 
trafficking. Importantly, the bill re-
quires that the training received be ap-
propriate for a particular location or 
environment in which the personnel re-
ceiving the training perform their offi-
cial duties, streamlining it to make it 
work. This will help tailor the training 
received so that it is relevant to the 
specific personnel receiving the train-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, with this bill, we have 
the opportunity to call attention to 
the human rights crisis that is human 
trafficking. I am glad that this bill has 
been generated out of the Homeland 
Security Committee, which emphasizes 
the security of this Nation but, as well, 
the important act of making sure 
America stands against human traf-
ficking. January is National Slavery 
and Human Trafficking Prevention 
Month. To ensure that continued at-
tention be paid to this often hidden 
crime, I urge the passage of H.R. 460. 
The bill before us today will not elimi-
nate human trafficking, but it may 
help prevent it by ensuring that DHS’ 
frontline workforce is properly trained 
to fight it. 

In conclusion, let me say that we are 
all committed. Again, I refer to all of 
us. To report suspected human traf-
ficking, dial 1–866–347–2423. If you are a 
victim, to get help, call the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center at 
1–888–373–7888. 

I thank the gentleman from North 
Carolina for his leadership, and I thank 
our committee chairman and ranking 
member for their leadership. 

I ask for support of the bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Thank you, Congresswoman JACKSON 
LEE, for your eloquence on such an im-
portant issue. 

Mr. Speaker, there are millions of 
victims who are trapped in the United 
States and around the world who are 
suffering in silence. In many cases, the 
men and women of the Department of 
Homeland Security, who are on the 
front lines of the fight, are trying to 
end this heinous crime and help these 
victims. 

This legislation codifies some of the 
good work already being done to train 
DHS personnel to detect and prevent 
human trafficking while also ensuring 
that such training is specific to the 
professional roles of the personnel who 
will utilize it. Moreover, this bill will 
enable the DHS to equip its non-Fed-
eral partners to better counter the dev-
astating effects of human trafficking. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this critically important, bipar-
tisan bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I strongly sup-

port H.R. 460, The Human Trafficking Detec-
tion Act of 2015. 

I am proud to be an original cosponsor of 
this important, bipartisan legislation, which will 
ensure that DHS personnel continue to re-
ceive the training they need to detect and dis-
rupt human trafficking. 

As Chairman of the Committee on Home-
land Security, I convened a field hearing in 
Houston during the last Congress to examine 
the issue of human trafficking. At the hearing, 
the Committee heard compelling and dis-
turbing testimony on how human trafficking is 
destroying the lives of vulnerable populations 
across the globe, including here in the United 
States. 

Simply put, human trafficking is a des-
picable crime, and it must be stopped. I be-
lieve this bill is an excellent step towards that 
goal. 

The Human Trafficking Detection Act of 
2015 would ensure that U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, and other Department of Home-
land Security personnel are trained to effec-
tively detect, and to the extent appropriate, 
intercept and disrupt trafficking in persons, 
during the course of their normal roles and re-
sponsibilities. Not only would this legislation 
require effective training, it would also ensure 
that these employees are regularly provided 
with the most current trends and information 
on human trafficking and are adequately 
equipped to counter this growing problem. 

While the men and women at DHS carry out 
their everyday work, many of them are well- 
positioned to spot traffickers who may try to 
exploit our nation’s transportation systems to 
move their victims, both from overseas and 
within our borders. 

H.R. 460 also ensures that Congress has 
insight into the level of success of the training 
being provided, and that the Department’s 
State and local partners have full access to 
training curricula to establish their own traf-
ficking awareness programs. 

I applaud Mr. WALKER for introducing this 
legislation, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
vote yes on this common-sense measure. 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, just last sum-
mer, Delta launched The Blue Lightning Initia-
tive with the help of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The Blue Lighting Initiative is a computer 
based training program that provides airlines 
with the added tools to help ID and report sus-
pected instances of human trafficking. 

According to Delta, it is among some of the 
first airlines to adopt this expansive type of 
human trafficking detection training. 

Delta and others taking on similar initiatives 
should be applauded for taking the initiative to 
end Human Trafficking, one of the greatest 
challenges we face. 

As horrific as Human Trafficking is, it is 
even more troubling that the United States 
Government is not taking the steps necessary 
to properly train DHS employees, such as 
TSA officers, who have the potential to identify 
cases of trafficking and help save lives. 

This type of training is what Rep. MARK 
WALKER’s bill H.R. 460, the Human Trafficking 
Detection Act, aims to achieve. Awareness is 
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key and it is essential to ending the human 
trafficking epidemic that is stealing the free-
dom of nearly 27 million people worldwide. 

Requires DHS to establish a human traf-
ficking training program to be given in class-
room or virtually, and to ensure DHS per-
sonnel receive this training within 180 days. 

This training must include: 
Methods to effectively deter, detect, and dis-

rupt human trafficking, and be relevant for 
each federal employee’s particular location or 
professional environment. 

This will help to ensure that DHS doesn’t 
simply establish a generic, one-size-fits-all ap-
proach for all employees, and is able to pro-
vide thorough training specific to each employ-
ee’s particular job setting. 

Other topics determined to be appropriate 
by the Secretary. 

A post-training evaluation for personnel re-
ceiving such training. 

H.R. 460 also allows DHS to provide the 
human trafficking training curricula to State, 
local or tribal government, or private organiza-
tion at the entity’s request. This will help these 
government and private entities establish their 
own training programs. 

CBO: Does not expect H.R. 460 to increase 
federal spending. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. WALKER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 460. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 351, LNG PERMITTING 
CERTAINTY AND TRANSPARENCY 
ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 48 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 48 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 351) to provide for expe-
dited approval of exportation of natural gas, 
and for other purposes. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
The bill shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce; and (2) 
one motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida, Judge HASTINGS, my 
friend, pending which I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. During 
consideration of this resolution, all 

time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Today, Mr. Speaker, 

I bring to the floor on behalf of the 
Rules Committee and the Republican 
Conference a rule and the underlying 
legislation which helps address a prob-
lem that has been created by the 
Obama administration. 

The administration has decided to 
slow the export of liquefied natural gas 
to countries with which we do not have 
a free trade agreement. This means 
that American companies have plenty 
of liquefied natural gas to sell to our 
allies across the globe but that delays 
by the administration are preventing 
them from selling it. This decision, I 
think, comes at a terrible price for the 
millions of Americans who cannot find 
work. This decision comes at a terrible 
price for those in need of a good-paying 
job—perhaps even of a long career— 
that will help support their families, 
their communities, and, most of all, 
that will help make America stronger. 

The administration’s inaction also 
comes at a terrible price for our friends 
in Europe who are being bullied by 
thugs, namely the Russian Govern-
ment. Currently, many of our allies in 
Europe are forced to buy natural gas 
from Russia instead of from the United 
States of America. We have seen how 
they use this leverage to push around 
our allies. Our other friends around the 
globe, such as India, Japan, and Haiti, 
also need energy, and this administra-
tion’s inaction is also costing these al-
lies dearly. Let me see if I can paint a 
picture of how the administration’s de-
cision has been executed. 

The administration’s Department of 
Energy has slow walked. It has taken 
an antiquated approval process for ap-
plications to export liquefied natural 
gas, which is known as LNG. Since 
2010, the Department of Energy has 
only issued final decisions on five of 
the 37 applications to export LNG to 
countries with which the United States 
does not have a free trade agreement. 
These delays have nothing to do with 
the environment. In fact, natural gas is 
one of the cleanest sources of energy in 
the world. Yes, I think we know what 
the problem is. The problem is they 
simply do not want to participate in 
this marketplace for Americans to 
have jobs. 

As a result of these delays, all of us 
in America are squandering the boon in 
liquefied natural gas, which has made 
the United States the world’s largest 
provider of natural gas in oil begin-
ning, really, in 2013. Here we are now, 2 
years later, and it is time for America 
to come to action. That is, again, why 
the United States Congress—the Re-

publican Congress—is coming to the 
American people with a bill to help do 
something about this. 

The administration’s broken applica-
tion process is delaying good-paying 
jobs at a time when the labor partici-
pation rate in our marketplace is at 
historic lows. That hurts real people. 
That hurts real people who want and 
need opportunities to have jobs today, 
not to look up and find out that Wash-
ington is broken and is keeping them 
from good-paying jobs. 

I have much to say about this, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman, my good friend, for 
yielding to me the customary 30 min-
utes, and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise today in opposition to the rule 
and the underlying bill. 

The enduring reputation of the 113th 
Congress will be as the least productive 
ever. The previous House was also the 
most closed ever as it pertains to rules, 
passing more closed rules than any 
other Congress. Despite controlling 
both Chambers of the 114th Congress, 
my friends across the aisle have picked 
up the dysfunction right where they 
left off in trying to jam through an-
other piece of legislation regardless of 
its merits and without giving the 
House a chance to review it through 
regular order. It must be understood 
that there are a significant number of 
new Members here who didn’t have an 
opportunity, as I did and as the chair-
man did, to vote on this measure in the 
previous Congress. 

Dysfunction reigns supreme, but 
don’t just take my word for it. Last 
week, my friend from Pennsylvania, 
Congressman DENT, offered a summary 
of the 114th Congress’ accomplishments 
so far: 

Week one, we had a Speaker election that 
did not go as well as a lot of us would have 
liked. Week two, we got into a big fight over 
deporting children, something that a lot of 
us didn’t want to have a discussion about. 
Week three, we are now talking about rape 
and incest and reportable rapes and incest 
for minors . . . I just can’t wait for week 
four. 

That was from my colleague Mr. 
DENT. 

Here we are in week four, in my view, 
wasting time and taxpayer money in 
debating a solution for a problem that 
does not exist. 

Since the Department of Energy 
completed its economic impact study, 
export applications are receiving a de-
cision within about 2 months. In fact, 
four LNG export projects have already 
won all of the necessary Federal per-
mits from the Energy Department and 
from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, with the first project 
scheduled to come online this year. 
Therefore, despite H.R. 351’s clever 
name, the only uncertainty regarding 
the bill is why the House is considering 
it at all. 

This bill originated in the last Con-
gress when we were told that it would 
help Ukraine shake its energy depend-
ence from Russia. Let me repeat that. 
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